
 

Development Economics Workshop  

  

日本国内、海外から優れた研究を行っている研究者を招き、開発経済学研究会

を 2019 年４月から 12 月まで計６回開催した（７回開催予定であったが、2020

年 2 月開催予定であった研究会はコロナウイルス拡大の影響によりキャンセル

となった）。東京地域の研究者と遠方の研究者の交流を深め、若手研究者を刺激

する場を適用することができた。 

 

Date: April 17 (Wed) 

Time: 16.40 - 18.10 

Place: Room J (5th floor) 

Speaker: Mari Tanaka (Hitotsubashi) 

Discussant: Tomohiro Machikita (IDE-JETRO) 

Title: Meritocracy and Its Discontents: Evidence from Centralizing and Decentralizing 

School Admissions 

Language: English 

Attendants: 40 (Students: 20, GRIPS faculty: 10, Guests: 10) 

Organizer: Tetsushi Sonobe, Yoko Kijima, Kazushi Takahashi 

Photo: 

 

 

Contents and Achievements: 

We study the short- and long-run consequences of decentralized versus centralized school 

admissions in higher education. We analyze the world's first known transition to nationally-

centralized admissions and its subsequent reversals during the early 20th century in Imperial 

Japan. Both in the short- and long-run, we find an equity-efficiency tradeoff between meritocracy 

and equal regional access to schools. In the short term, in line with theoretical predictions, the 

centralization led students to apply to the most prestigious school and make more inter-regional 



applications. Although the centralized system made the school seat allocation more meritocratic, 

it also caused high-achieving applicants from urban areas to crowd out rural applicants from their 

local schools. These impacts were persistent. Four decades later, compared to the decentralized 

system, the centralized admissions increased the number of high-income earners and elite 

professionals who were born in urban areas relative to those born in rural areas.  

 

Date: May 15 (Wed) 

Time: 16.40 - 18.10 

Place: Room J (5th floor) 

Speaker: Yoshito Takasaki (University of Tokyo) 

Discussant: Yuki Higuchi (Nagoya City University) 

Title: Vocational training for persons with disabilities: Experimental evidence from 

Cambodia 

Language: English 

Attendants: 20 (Students: 12, GRIPS faculty: 5, Guests: 3) 

Organizer: Tetsushi Sonobe, Yoko Kijima, Kazushi Takahashi 

Photo: 

 
Contents and Achievements: 

This paper reports a randomized control trial on vocational training for persons with disabilities (PWDs). 

The program seeks to promote skilled jobs among persons with limb amputation or paralysis in rural 

Cambodia. The program is small scale but intensive, involving long stay at the training center, up to one 

year. The experiment randomly recruited eligible PWDs and only the recruited could participate in the 

program, if they wished. I examine economic, psychological, and social impacts of the training and show 

how these three are linked with each other through psychological externalities, and why. I consider PWDs 

as one group and persons without disabilities (PWODs) as another group. Although the training greatly 

increased skilled job among both PWD and PWOD in the same household (positive economic 

intrahousehold spillover), it increased discrimination against disabilities (negative psychological intergroup 

spillover). The former spillover was arguably driven by the program’s de facto in-kind transfers (e.g., free 

food). The latter spillover was underlain by peoples’ feeling about unfairness or envy about this 



intrahousehold spillover, but not the benefits PWD received, and their increased contact with PWDs. The 

training increased PWDs’ stigma of disability through augmented discrimination and the intergroup contact, 

which also lowered their social cohesion. I address potential threats to identification of these adverse 

psychological impacts: psychological intragroup spillover and perception bias in reported discrimination. 

The training did not affect total income, assets, or subjective well-being. 

 

Date: June 12 (Wed) 

Time: 16.40 - 18.10 

Place: Room J (5th floor) 

Speaker: Yuya Kudo (IDE-JETRO) 

Discussant: Hideaki Goto (IUJ) 

Title: Cooperation under Elite Control: Community Policing in Tanzania 

Language: English 

Attendants:  15 (Students: 9, GRIPS faculty: 4, Guests: 2) 

Organizer: Tetsushi Sonobe, Yoko Kijima, Kazushi Takahashi 

Photo: 

 

Contents and Achievements: 

I explore whether and how community policing (CP) in Tanzania is associated with 

people's welfare.  When locals voluntarily formed CP, communities had lower likelihood 

of property being stolen and larger consumption compared to those without CP. However, 

this consumption premium existed only in its top 20 distribution percentiles. The 

remaining majority were indifferent to CP but still favored a village leader's communal 

management. Agricultural wage rates were also higher, and negative economic shocks 

were effectively absorbed. These findings are plausible according to a developed game-

theoretic model wherein a politically powerful elite protects his/her property by 

mobilizing all the citizens to join CP while giving them minimum rents. Elites' 

individualized monetary incentive may forge the citizens' norms of cooperation, which 

are welfare-enhancing but primarily benefit the elites. In contrast, no distinct welfare 



consequences existed when the government promoted CP. 

 

Date: July 3 (Wed) 

Time: 18:10-19:40 

Place: Room J (5th floor) 

Speaker: Abdul Malek (U Tsukuba) 

Discussant: Kazushi Takahashi (GRIPS) 

Title: Mobilizing P2P Diffusion for New Agricultural Practices- Experimental Evidence 

from Bangladesh 

Language: English 

Attendants: 35  (Students: 20, GRIPS faculty: 5, Guests: 10) 

Organizer: Tetsushi Sonobe, Yoko Kijima, Kazushi Takahashi 

Photo: 

 
Contents and Achievements: 

We run a randomized controlled experiment in which farmers trained on a new rice 

cultivation method (SRI) teach two other farmers selected by us. We find that farmers 

invited to teach others are much more likely to adopt new practices than farmers who only 

receive the BRAC training. Teacher farmers are effective at spreading knowledge and 

inducing adoption. Incentivizing teachers improves knowledge transmission but not 

adoption. Matching teachers with farmers who list them as role models does not improve 

knowledge transmission and may hurt adoption. Using mediation analysis, we find that 

the knowledge of the teacher is correlated with that of their student, consistent with 

knowledge transmission. We also find that SRI knowledge predicts adoption of some SRI 

practices, and that adoption by teachers predicts adoption by their students, suggesting 

that students follow the example of their teacher. Explicitly mobilizing peer-to-peer (P2P) 

transmission of knowledge thus seems a cost-effective way of inducing the adoption of 

new agricultural practices.  



Date: November 27 (Wed) 

Time: 16.40 - 18.10 

Place: Room K (5th floor) 

Speaker: Christopher Edmonds (Tokyo International University) 

Discussant: Manabu Fujimura (Aoyama Gakuin University) 

Title: The Impact of Road Development on Household Welfare in Rural Papua New Guinea 

Language: English 

Attendants: 18 (Students: 10, GRIPS faculty: 6, Guests: 2) 

GRIPS faculty: Yoko Kijima, Kazushi Takahashi, Stephan Litschig, Jau-er 

Chen (TIU&GRIPS), Jonna Estudillo, Junichi Fujimoto  

Organizer: Tetsushi Sonobe, Yoko Kijima, Kazushi Takahashi 

Photo: 

 
Contents and Achievements: 

In this paper we evaluate the impact of road development on household welfare in rural Papua 

New Guinea (PNG) between 1996 and 2010, using two cross-sectional household surveys and 

corresponding road maps. Reliance on existing data enables the study to conduct an impact 

evaluation of PNG road investments, despite difficulties in collecting new survey data in the 

country. We make use of time-variation in road surface type and condition, focusing on routes 

that connect rural households to urban areas. To tackle endogenous placement of road 

infrastructure programs, we employ a correlated random effects model that controls for location-

specific averages of road quality. We also use a newly developed generalized quantile regression 

method to investigate whether road works favor the poor. Our estimates show that better roads to 

nearest towns led to higher consumption levels, housing quality, and school enrollment, and to 

less reliance on subsistence farming. The effects are stronger among poor and remote households 

according to the generalized quantile regression results.  

 

 

 



Date: December 19 (Thur) 

Time: 16.40 - 18.10 

Place: GRIPS 5F Room F 

Speaker: Nhung Vu Thi Hong (Vietnamese-German University) 

Discussant: Yukichi Mano (Hitotsubashi University) 

Title: Perceived Barriers, Actual Barriers and Growth Intentions: Evidence from Small 

and Medium Enterprises 

Language: English 

Attendants: 14 (Students: 9, GRIPS faculty: 3, Guests: 2) 

GRIPS faculty: Yoko Kijima, Kazushi Takahashi, Dainn Wie  

Organizer: Tetsushi Sonobe, Yoko Kijima, Kazushi Takahashi 

Photo: 

 

Contents and Achievements: 

Using panel dataset from around 2,000 Vietnamese small and medium – sized enterprises (SMEs) 

from 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013 and 2015, this paper investigates the relationship between perceived 

barriers and actual barriers to growth; and the influence of perceived barriers and actual barriers 

on growth intention of SMEs in Vietnam. We measure perceived barriers and actual barriers of 

SMEs on financial access, shortage of skilled workers, shortage of raw material, public official 

inference and market competition. Our results show that there is a positively significant 

correlation between perceived and actual barriers on financial access, shortage of skilled workers, 

shortage of raw material, public official inference and market competition. However, the 

magnitude of correlation between perceived and actual barriers of barriers is not as strong as we 

expect except the results on the barriers of shortage of skilled workers and market competition. 

In addition, we document that both perceived barriers and actual barriers have positively 

significant influence on growth intention of SMEs. 

 


