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Since 2020 March, we have accomplished the following items: (1) Using Item Response Theory (IRT) methods, we have evaluated the 2019

General Medicine In-Training Examination (GM-ITE) results.  (2) In 2020 June, we presented our findings on 2019 test results in a briefing to

JAMEP director and Dr. Kurokawa. During the meeting, we also discuss the research agenda and future plans. (3) In 2020 November, we have the

kick-out meeting to start a new project with several new researchers. (4) We are in the middle of evaluating the 2020 GM-ITE results.

We propose to utilize the change in each junior doctor’s examination score from the first year to the second year of the resident program to

evaluate the causal impact of elite hospital training on junior doctors’ quality growth.  This project will be the first that links nationwide

examination results of Japanese junior doctors to their training programs. For this project, we will also evaluate examination designs and question

quality. Such evaluation of national medical examinations will also be the first time in Japan. Our results outcomes will potentially make

important contributions to the academic literature and provide useful policy implications.  We intend to first work closely with policymakers and

official data management officers in evaluating and improving the designs of national examinations. Using the evaluation results and the data

sources, we can go further to examine the effectiveness of hospital training programs in improving junior doctors’ performance. Our findings will

potentially help policymaking and contribute to academic literature.
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