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Center for Professional Communication

1. Purpose

The purpose of the Center for Professional Communication (CPC) is to help GRIPS students improve
professional communication skills, facilitate their participation in coursework, and ensure that students meet
the English language proficiency requirements needed for their studies.

2. Organizational Structure

The center consists of a full-time director and 15 part-time lecturers.
[Administrative Committee of the Center for Professional Communication]
Petchko Katerina (Director of the Center, Professor, GRIPS)
Masako Kurosawa (Executive Vice President, Professor, GRIPS)
Nobuhiro Hosoe (Vice President, Professor, GRIPS)
Rumi Kondo (Director, Academic and Student Affairs Division, GRIPS)
(As of March 31, 2025)

3. Educational and Curriculum Activities

e Placement test: Prepared and administered GRIPS Placement Test to 130 incoming international students;
read, graded, and analyzed responses; prepared and distributed individual reports; met with students to
explain results.

e Credit-bearing courses: Taught 8 English language courses (327 participants) and 17 Japanese language
courses (173 participants). Total participants: 506.

e  Workshops: Taught 192 workshops (1,543 participants) including

49 academic writing and research skills workshops (479 participants)

12 research ethics workshops (155 participants)

31 English communication and psychology workshops (329 participants)

81 Japanese language and culture workshops (487 participants)

o 18 workshops for GRIPS staff (93 participants)

e Special lectures on academic writing: Organized two special lectures by Prof. Brian Paltridge, a
distinguished professor from the University of Sydney (39 participants)

e Research ethics education: In addition to the 12 workshops, distributed CPC-developed guides on
plagiarism avoidance and Turnitin use and conducted final-paper plagiarism checks on demand.

e  Support for master’s students: Conducted 570 individual consultations.

e Support for doctoral students: Conducted 251 individual consultations; reviewed and provided feedback
on 1,192 pages of dissertations.

e Japanese language for GRIPS faculty: Taught 176 individual lessons.

e Material development: produced and modified CPC teaching materials as needed; produced two new CPC
Brochures (82 pages).

e Diplomatic Academy: Taught 9 sessions including three new sessions; recruited international students for
participation; developed 2 new negotiation case studies (40 pages).

e Educational tours: Organized 4 educational tours including a trip to Kamakura and a visit to the Japanese
Diet (46 participants).

e  Summer Program: Organized 19 cultural and educational activities (150 participants).

o  Website development: Created a prototype CPC website (under development).

O O O O

4. Research and Academic Activities

e Presented a paper at the International Association of Applied Linguistics (AILA) symposium in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, August 11-16, 2024. [Reference: Petchko, K., & O’Neill, G. (2025). Socializing public
policy students into academic discourse: A genre-based approach. In G. Rosmawati & M. Vespoor (eds.),
English for academic and specific purposes in the classroom: From theory to practice, Routledge.]

e Participated in the annual American Association of Applied Linguistics (AAAL) conference in Denver,
USA, March 22-25, 2025.
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e Conducted extensive research on language testing; re-graded and re-analyzed placement test results to
modify the current rubric to better reflect the constructs being measured.

5. Support for Faculty and Administration

e Editorial support for faculty: 518 pages, 59 individual consultations
e Editorial support for staff: 310 pages, 82 individual consultations

o English workshops for staff: 18 workshops, 93 participants

e Japanese classes for faculty: 176 individual sessions

6. Cross-Cultural Activities

Conducted multiple activities throughout the academic year and in Summer to familiarize international
students with Japanese culture and facilitate interaction with domestic students including:

e  Workshops on Japanese culture and cross-cultural communication

e Japanese Speech Contest

e Cultural tours and events including a tea ceremony and trips to Kamakura

e International students’ participation in the Diplomatic Academy designed for domestic students

e Free Talk Hour sessions to facilitate communication between international and domestic students

7. CPC Promotion and Networking

Engaged in CPC promotion and networking at the AILA and AAAL conferences.

8. Professional Development

Pursued various opportunities to maintain professional qualifications and acquire new skills and competencies
through formal coursework, informal learning, and conference participation.

9. CPC Evaluation

The Center does not conduct a formal evaluation and most of its activities do not have built-in performance

assessments. Rather, we measure success by assessing the level of student satisfaction.

e Official course evaluations: 98% of students reported that they had found our courses useful and would
recommend them to others.

e Individual consultations: We consistently receive positive comments from students.

e  Workshops: We consistently receive positive comments from students.

10. Improvement Initiatives

We will continue to align our activities with student and faculty needs and program requirements to better
serve the GRIPS community. Specifically, we are planning to

e start a new mentoring system for incoming students to support them throughout the academic year

e review workshop attendance and restructure our workshops to replace those with low attendance

e strengthen research ethics education
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* Bayesian estimation of multivariate stochastic volatility models using multiplicative common factors.

+ Estimation of nonlinear dynamic stochastic general equilibrium models using higher order Laplace

approximations.
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