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Center for Professional Communication

1. Purpose

The purpose of the Center for Professional Communication (CPC) is to help GRIPS students improve
professional communication skills, facilitate their participation in coursework, and ensure that students
meet the English language proficiency requirements needed for their studies.

2. Organizational Structure
The center consists of a full-time director and 15 part-time lecturers.

[Administrative Committee of the Center for Professional Communication]
Petchko Katerina (Director of the Center, Professor, GRIPS)
Masako Kurosawa (Executive Vice President, Professor, GRIPS)
Nobuhiro Hosoe (Vice President, Professor, GRIPS)
Rumi Kondo (Director, Academic and Student Affairs Division, GRIPS)
(As of March 31, 2024)

3. Educational and Curriculum Activities
e Credit-bearing courses: 11 English language courses (345 participants) and 17 Japanese language
courses (126 participants). Total participants: 471.
e  Workshops: 200 workshops for students and staff including
- 70 academic and research skills workshops for international students (779 participants)
35 English skills workshops for domestic students (172 participants)
- 52 Japanese language workshops (324 participants)
- 25 Japanese culture workshops (173 participants)
- 18 workshops for GRIPS staff (83 participants)
Total participants: 1,531

e Special seminars on research writing: one seminar for PhD students and one seminar for Vietnamese
scholars.

e Research Ethics: Taught six research ethics workshops; distributed CPC-developed guides on plagiarism
avoidance and Turnitin use, provided feedback on submissions, and conducted final paper checks for
four programs.

e Support for master’s students: 650 individual writing consultations.

e Support for doctoral students: 230 individual consultations on dissertation writing; reviewed and
provided feedback on 920 pages.

e Japanese language for faculty: 80 individual lessons.

e Material development: Modified CPC teaching materials as needed to better align them with the
requirements of students’ courses. Produced a new CPC Brochure (50 pages).

4. Research and Academic Activities
¢ Study on text-matching interpretations. [Reference: O’Neill, G., & Petchko, K. (2024). Interpretations
of text-matching reports: Faculty and student reactions to intertextuality. Paper presented at
the TESOL 2024, Tampa, USA, March 20-24, 2024.]
e Book chapter on academic discourse socialization [Reference: Petchko, K., & O’Neill, G.
(forthcoming). Socializing novice writers into their target discourse community: A genre-based
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approach. In G. Rosmawati & M. Verspoor (Eds.). English for Academic Purposes (EAP) classrooms:
From theory to practice. Routledge. |

Book chapter on policy simulation. [Reference: Petchko, K., & Brummer, M. (under review).
Simulating stakeholder interests in population decline: Negotiating family, workforce, technology, and
immigration choices. In M. Harvey, J., Fielder, & Gibb, R. (Eds.). Short games and active learning in
political science: Beating the clock. Taylor & Francis.]

Paper on the role of psychosocial interventions in mental health. [Paper: The role of psychosocial
interventions in people with psychotic disorder and those at high risk for psychosis. Psychology and
Neuroscience of Mental Health Program, King’s College London (Best paper award)].

Support for Faculty and Administration
Editorial support for faculty: 133 pages, 27 individual consultations
Editorial support for staff: 472 pages, 145 individual consultations
Business English workshops for staff: 18 workshops, 83 participants
Japanese classes for faculty: 80 individual sessions

. Cross-Cultural Activities

Taught 77 workshops on Japanese language and culture (497 participants).
Organized Japanese Speech Contest (22 participants).

Organized international students’ participation in the Diplomatic Academy.
Organized a Judo tour for international students.

Organized a Sumo tour for international students.

. CPC Promotion and Networking

Engaged in CPC promotion and networking at the TESOL conference in Tampa, USA.
Visited the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy and the University of Singapore to establish ties with
school officials and professors.

Professional Development

Continued to pursue various opportunities to maintain professional qualifications and acquire new skills and
competencies through formal coursework, informal learning, and conference participation.

9.

CPC evaluation

Official GRIPS evaluations: 98% of students found our courses useful and would recommend them to others.
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+ Derivation of closed form expressions for the likelihood in multivariate non linear non gaussian state-
space models, such as multivariate stochastic volatility models.
+ Development of likelihood based estimation methods for dynamic structural macroeconomic models.
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