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Questions

• Please type your 
questions on 
[Q&A] box
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At the end of this session…

• We would be very grateful for your survey input.

• 「続行」を
クリック



Scopus log-in 4

http://www.grips.ac.jp/main/lib/en/search/database/



Agenda
• What is Scopus?

• Basic search workflow

• Find high-impact articles

• Search for authors

• Check journal metrics

• Personal Log-in 

• Q & A

Check the author profile of 
a top researcher

Select a journal to publish 
with

Alert

Find the latest articles
about your research topic

Find important articles 
based on citations



What is Scopus?
(What’s a difference between

other databases?)



Questions for audience (poll)

Which database are you using most 
in your research?



What is Scopus?- Comparison 1

 Indexed journal information.
(All Scopus indexed titles are peer-review titles.) 
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What is Scopus? - Comparison 2 Abstract & Citation Database

• Title
• Authors
• Abstract
• Keywords

• Main text
−Introduction
−Methods
−Results
−Discussions (Conclusion)

• References
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What is Scopus? - Comparison 2 Abstract & Citation Database

Journal Title

E-journal list,
OPAC

Abstract DB Abstract & Citation DB Full Text DB

Check availability 
of the title

Know what the 
article is about

Know what (who) 
is citing the article 
and by what 
(whom) the article 
is cited

Read and search for 
full-text articles

Fields

DB Type

Purpose

Full Text

References

Abstract

Keywords

Article Title

Bibliographic Info

Examples

Can rank 
and sort 

articles by 
the number 
of citations

Covers more 
than 5,000 
publishers 
worldwide

Covers a particular 
publisher’s full-text 
articles

Article Title

Bibliographic Info

Abstract

Keywords

Article Title

Bibliographic Info

Abstract

Keywords

ReferencesReferences
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Useful to 
find out 

high 
impact 
articles



Scopus is a source-neutral abstract and citation database curated 
by independent subject matter experts.  

Scopus places powerful discovery and analytics tools in the hands of 
researchers, librarians, institutional research managers and funders.

5,000+
Publishers

24,000+
Serial titles

210,000+
Books

79 million
Items

16 million
Author profiles

~70,000
Affiliation profiles

1.7 billion cited references
dating back to 1970

Identify and analyze which 
journals to read/submit to

Track and assess a researcher’s 
impact

Decide what, where and with
whom to collaborate

Track impact of research and 
monitor global research trends

Find the current research; what has been 
published in a research area

Determine how to differentiate
research topics, find ideas

What is Scopus? - Comparison 3 Other Citation database
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Evaluation, ranking, reporting, landscape analysis and other strategic efforts

New Jersey
Economic
Development
Authority

National
Science
Foundation

MD Anderson

CAPES Brazil

UK BIS Queen’s
University
Belfast

STINT

vThe World 
Bank

Rankings 
organizations

Russian
Foundation
for Basic
Research

Ural
Federal
University

ISTIC

IISER

Peking
University

Keio
University

TCI-Thailand

NRF-
Korea

Nanyang
Technologica
University

Nigerian
Government

Gazi
University

European
Commission
& ERC

FCT Portugal

Italy ANVUR

Kiel
University

Danish BFI

Germany IFQ

Université
Paris Saclay

What is Scopus? Scopus is the Gold Standard: 12
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Basic search workflow
① Start searching

Select search mode

Search terms

Switch to Japanese, Chinese, or 
Russian user interface

Date range and Document type
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Search fields



Link to Articles

Basic search workflow
② Search results (Link to Articles / Authors / Titles)
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Link to 
Authors

Link to 
Sources 
(titles)



Basic search workflow
③ Search results (View abstract, Full text link)

Link to Article details page

Show abstract 
within this page

Link to full text at 
publisher’s site

Customized full 
text link
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Let’s take a look for covered items on Scopus.

:Search from the top page.

:Search result page.



Add search terms

Basic search workflow
④ Search results (Alerts, Refine)

Save search (login required)

Search Alert / RSS
Notify by e-mail when new articles matching 
the search query are loaded on Scopus (login 
required)OR deliver to RSS reader
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Check breakdown 
of results and 
refine results



Sorted on date
(newest first) by default

Basic search workflow
⑤ Search results (Sort)
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View in charts and graphs

Basic search workflow
⑥ Search results (Analyze search results) 20



Basic search workflow
⑦ Search Result to Export

Select 
documents 
to export

Export to major reference management 
tools such as Mendeley, RefWorks, and 
EndNote
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Let’s take a look for covered items on Scopus.

:Search result page.
(Refine / Sorting change / Analyze Search 
Result page / Export)
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Questions for audience (poll)

what do you think “high impact” article ?



Search for your effective Research Preparation
Find high-impact articles - 1

Target 
Article

References
--------------------
--------------------
--------------------

References
--------------
--------------
-------------- References

--------------
--------------
-------------- References

--------------
--------------
---------------

【Forward citation】
Documents citing the target article
(published after the target article)

References
--------------
--------------
-------------- References

--------------
--------------
--------------

References
--------------
--------------
--------------

【Backward citation】
Documents cited by the target article
(published before the target article)

Number of 
citations

Generally, articles with a 
large number of citations 

are regarded as high-
impact articles
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Search for your effective Research Preparation
Find high-impact articles - 2
The average of citations is different by subject areas, publication year, and 
document type

Publication Year, Document TypeSubject Areas
Subject Area Average citations (2014-2018)

Source: SciVal, 2014-2018, as of 2020.2.12
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Search for your effective Research Preparation
Find high-impact articles - 3

Average citation count varies from subject to subject (cannot compare  
among different subjects)Subjects

データソース: SciVal（Scopusデータ 2020.2.12）

Article

参考文献
--------------------
--------------------
--------------------

Citation 
count : 12

If this article was published,
In Chemistry
-> Almost average.

In Arts and Humanities
-> 6 times more than average.
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Find high-impact articles
③ Field Weighted Citation Impact & Citation Benchmarking

Field-Weighted Citation Impact (FWCI) shows how 
well cited this article is when compared to similar articles. FWCI 
greater than 1.00 means the article is more cited than 
expected according to the average.  It takes into account the 
year of publication, the document type, and disciplines 
associated with its source.

Citation Benchmarking shows how citations received by 
this article compare with the averages for similar articles.
99th percentile is high, and indicates an article in the top 1% 
globally.  It takes into the account date of publication, the 
document type, and disciplines associated with its source.
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Step 2.
Clicking on the 
number shows the list 
of citing documents

Step 1. Sort on the number of citations (highest)

Find high-impact articles
④ Sort by the number of citations
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Find high-impact articles
③ Document details page (Metrics)
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View all metrics ⇒the next slide



Field-Weighted Citation Impact shows how well cited this 
article is when compared to similar articles. FWCI greater than 1.00 
means the article is more cited than expected according to the 
average.  It takes into account the year of publication, the 
document type, and disciplines associated with its source.

Find high-impact articles
④ Citation Benchmarking and FWCI
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Citation Benchmarking shows how citations received by this 
article compare with the averages for similar articles.
99th percentile is high, and indicates an article in the top 1% 
globally.  It takes into the account date of publication, the document 
type, and disciplines associated with its source.



Find high-impact articles
⑤ Other article metrics

Scholarly Activity  Mendeley, CiteULike, etc.
Scholarly Commentary  Blogs, Reviews, 
Wikipedia, etc.
Mass Media
Social Activity  Twitter, Facebook, etc.
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Let’s take a look for covered items on Scopus.

:Find out high citation articles in a search 
result page.
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Search for authors
① How Scopus author profiles are created

The most powerful 
ALGORITHMIC

data processing in the 
industry

MANUAL feedback via 
the Author Feedback 

Wizard

Groups papers to a profile with high degree of 
accuracy based on matching of name, email, 
affiliation, subject area, citations, co-
authors,...

Combines the starting point from the algorithm 
profiles and the manual feedback to create the 
most accurate profiles with the least effort.

Scopus Author Profiles

All Scopus documents
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Search for authors
② Author search

Scopus groups documents written by the same 
author via an algorithm that matches authorship 
based on certain criteria.
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If documents by an author 
are split into multiple author 
profiles, you can request to 
merge them by using author 
feedback wizard.

Link to the author profile



Search for authors 
③ Author profile

Author citation alert
Notify by e-mail when this 
author is newly cited
(login required)

・Documents 
published by this 
author
・Documents citing 
this author
・Co-authors
・Topics 

Author analysis



Citation overview shows the number of times the documents 
were cited by publication year.

Citation overview shows the number of times the documents 
were cited by publication year.

Documents (by source, type, year, subject 
area), h-index, Citations, and Co-authors

Search for authors
④ Analyze author output, h-index, Citation overview



Let’s take a look for covered items on Scopus.

:Author Search page.
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Check journal metrics
① Journal metrics

The yearly average number of citations to recent articles published in 
a  journal.

CiteScore (released in December 
2016)

Impact Factor

Vendor Elsevier Clarivate Analytics (used to be Thomson Reuters 
IP & Science)

Database Scopus Web of Science
Coverage 4 years 2 years or 5 years
Document Types A = B

All document types
A ≠ B
A = All document types
B = Articles, Reviews, Proceedings
papers

CiteScore 2018  =        

A

B

2015 2016 2017 2018 20192014
2015 2016 2017 20182014

A

B

All cited documents in 2018 
published 2015-2017

2015-2017 All 
publications
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2019

Impact Factor
2018              =    

All cited documents in 2018 
published 2016-2017

2016-2017 
articles/Reviews/Conference papers



Check journal metrics
② Search for a source
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Search Journal titles by
• Subject area
• Title
• Publisher
• ISSN (International Serial Standard 

Numbers)

Check CiteScore, SJR, and SNIP of a journal:
SJR (SCImago Journal Rank) is weighted by the prestige 
of a journal. Subject field, quality and reputation of the 
journal have a direct effect on the value of a citation.
SNIP (Source Normalized Impact per Paper) measures 
contextual citation impact by weighting citations based on 
the total number of citations in a subject field.



43Check journal metrics
③ Source details & CiteScore



44Check Journal metrics 
④ CiteScore rank & Trend

Compare sources 
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Personal Log-in User registration, Login

※ By user registration, you can use 
personal features such as e-mail alerts.  
You can use the same username/password 
for ScienceDirect and Mendeley.

Your e-mail address is your username



Personal Log-in



Thank you for your join-in!
Scopus Quick Reference Guide
https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/79196/scopus-quick-reference-guide.pdf

Scopus Webinars (Recorded) 
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/support/webinars
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Introduction for Elsevier Researcher Academy.
https://researcheracademy.elsevier.com/learn


