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Young Leaders Program (YLP)

(School of Government, School of Local Governance)
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One-year Master’s Program of Public Policy (MP1)
Two-year Master’s Program of Public Policy (MP2)

1. Program Outline

The international Program of Public Policy (PPP) has both one-year (MP1) and two-year (MP2) components.
Like other international programs at GRIPS, the PPP academic year begins in October and ends in September.
MP1 provides managers and leaders with the fundamental skills needed for policy analysis and policy
management. MP2, which has a similar structure in the first year, provides the additional technical skills
needed to be professional policy analysts. Students in both MP1 and MP2 receive a common
interdisciplinary and analytical foundation through various courses and a specialized education through
courses in one of four concentration areas: economic policy (EP), international development studies (IDS),
international relations (IR), and public policy (PP). Students round out their studies by choosing from a wide
variety of specialty courses which provide either analytical depth or practical knowledge. Practical courses
are offered by government officials with extensive experience in actual policy formulation and
implementation. In addition to the study of conventional Western-based paradigms, PPP students benefit
from the policy-making experience of Japan and other Asian countries. A series of mandatory policy
workshops offers training in policy-making skills and guidance on policy research. MP1 students are
required to produce a policy report and may qualify for either a Master of Public Policy or a Master of Public
Administration. MP2 students produce a master’s thesis and earn a Master of Arts in Public Policy. In the
GRIPS Summer Program, students organize and work in interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary groups on

important real-world policy issues; in addition, MP2 students are given guidance on thesis preparation.

2. Status of Educational Activities

< Efforts to date >

The basic policy of the curriculum is for the students to acquire basic knowledge essential for policy research
and also practical expertise for application. In addition, students will investigate actual policy issues, and by
conducting quantitative analysis using data, case studies, etc. on their own, students will develop the ability
to make policy recommendations. Through these efforts, the program will cultivate highly skilled human
resources in the policy field who can become executives of governments and international organizations in
their own countries. The curriculum is revised every year by the director, the deputy director, and the
concentration leaders (EP, IDS, IR, and PP). The requirement of each concentration is also updated every
year by the concentration leaders.

Group consultation sessions for students started in FY 2020 as a new initiative. These consultation sessions
are conducted soon after their entrance. Particularly, students briefly present their research interest and rough
idea for analysis, followed by discussion by professors and fellow students. Such discussion at the very early
stage of designing their research would help them conduct more concrete and in-depth research at the later

stages.

<New Initiatives in AY 2022 >
In FY 2022, International Cooperation Concentration (ICC) /The Project for Human Resource Development
Scholarship (JDS) Joint Workshop was held in corporation with the World Bank. The JDS scholars and
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Japanese students from ICC participated in a two-day workshop, where they discussed and presented
partnership framework for a model country to promote sustainable development.

A special field trip for the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) energy scholars was conducted
by a professor in FY 2022. They visited nuclear power plants in Tohoku to understand the current situation

of energy security in Japan.

3. Program Operation

The current structure of the PPP was adopted in 2011 following extensive deliberations by a GRIPS
committee. As currently constituted, the PPP is an umbrella organization consisting of four concentration
areas. The program director is assisted by a deputy director, four concentration leaders, a program committee,
and a staff coordinator. The director provides guidance on program operation and works closely with the
staff coordinator on day-to-day management including coordination with major stakeholders. In the
decentralized system created by the 2011 reforms, the four concentration leaders are responsible for
providing overall supervision of the policy workshops in their specialty areas. The primary role of the
deputy director is to coordinate with concentration leaders to guide student research and writing. The current
members of the PPP Program Committee are assigned to the sub-committees to provide the director with
improved advice and support. Academic Committee covers curriculum and student affairs, and General
Affairs Committee covers issues of planning, promotion, and budget. The PPP continues discussions with
partner institutions. In FY 2022, the director and deputy directors attended JDS meetings with
representatives of local councils to exchange opinions regarding the improvement of the program. The
director also attended the Asian Development Bank-Japan Scholarship Program (ADB-JSP) annual
consultation meeting. The PPP conducted intensive promotion of the program twice (June and October)
based on the accumulated records of the PPP alumni, Promotion Survey, Mid-Year Survey, and Graduating

Student Survey.

4. Student Details

In FY 2022, there were a total of 47 students enrolled in the PPP. This number includes 39 new students
admitted in October 2022 (24 students in MP1 and 15 students in MP2). The new students joined a group
of 8 international MP2 2nd year students. Current PPP students come from 20 countries including . Female
students made up 43 percent of the total student population. Total scholarships (MP1 and MP2) by source
were: Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (14), ADB (12), and JICA/JDS
program (13). Of the 47 active students, 24 were MP1 and 23were MP2.

5. Announcement of Student Research Results

The PPP takes student research and writing very seriously. Students are assigned to one of the four
concentrations based on their preferences. At the end of FY2022, the distribution of active students by
concentration (number of MP1 and MP2 1st year in parentheses) is: EP (8, 3), IDS (3, 4), IR (7, 2), and PP
(6, 6). Policy Debate Seminar II and Independent Study are evaluated using the full GRIPS grading scale.
Outstanding student is nominated for ADB-JSP Thesis of the Year Award. Copies of all MA policy reports
and theses are maintained in the GRIPS library.
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Macroeconomic Policy Program (MEP)
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Public Finance Program (PF)

1. Program Outline

The public finance (PF) program consists of two courses, a tax and a customs course, offered with the support
of the World Bank (WB) and the World Customs Organization (WCO), respectively. The program is unique
as it provides both academic and practicum segments. The academic segment of the program provides
rigorous economics-oriented training toward an understanding of general economics, with a focus on public
finance and policy evaluation. The practicum segment conducted by the National Tax College (NTC; for tax
scholars) and Customs Training Institute (CTI; for customs scholars) provides students with an opportunity
to complement their learning with hands-on experience in tax- and customs-related work environments and
to integrate that experience with their formal education. Scholars selected for the program who complete all

the program requirements will receive a master's degree in public finance.

2. Status of the Educational Activities
The courses offered by the PF program were conducted face-to-face in classrooms as scholars entered Japan
on time as due to the lift of trip restrictions. Accordingly, practicum courses in both tax and customs courses
were also held in classrooms and site visits and field trips were actively organized and successfully resumed.
We also introduced several other initiatives and curriculum changes.
(1) Change in the curriculum
a. In 2021, We reduced the total number of credits required for graduation from 36 to 34. This is to reduce
the burden that scholars have to finish program in one year. It is also to provide more flexibility and
discretion for scholars to balance between academic work and other extra-curricular activities.
b. Streaming down the curriculum: We also do not offer Public Finance II from this academic year as the
class is quite theory-oriented.
(2) New faculty: Professor Jun Goto joined the program as a committee member. As he is specialized in data
science and econometrics, we expect him to advise and guide some of Public Finance scholars in the future.
(3) Policy Paper Guidance: The program decided not to have proposal presentation considering scholars’
burden in Fall semester. Instead, we adjusted schedule to submit the proposal to be early January, so that
scholars can find their advisers in prompt fashion. Instead of having proposal presentation, we scheduled
interim presentation to be earlier than previous year, so we can provide feedback to their policy paper at
earlier stage.
(4) Practicum Segment: We continuously communicate with institutes in charge of practicum segments and
collaborate with them as pandemic is over.
a. Tax: Scholars’ research paper presentation was held in face-to-face fashion at the Ministry of Finance in
April.
b. Customs: Scholars visited Okinawa Customs as part of regional customs visit this year. The trip was
coordinated between GRIPS, Customs Training Institute, and Okinawa Customs to provide quality

experience to our scholars.
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3. Program Operation

The general operation of the program is coordinated by the director, Associate Professor Dainn Wie; the

associate director, Professor Masako Kurosawa; and the program coordinator, Ms. Ganaha. The design of

new courses and the system for policy paper advising are discussed by the program committee at the GRIPS,

which consists of ten faculty members. Selection for and promotion of the program are frequently discussed

with the Admissions Office and the two sponsoring institutes, the WB and WCO.

(1) Tax Course: Collaboration with NTC and WB

Regarding the tax course, we had a meeting with the NTC on March 16, 2023 to discuss program

administration, selection criteria, and other topics related to the improvement of the program. We discussed

the prospect of the program and communication with the WB and clarified matters related to the scholar

selection criteria.

(2) Customs Course: Collaboration with CTI, CTB, and WCO

Regarding the customs course, we had a mid-term program evaluation meeting with WCO secretariat and

officers from Customs and Tariff Bureau on March 15%, 2023. It was first time in three years after the

pandemic. Professor Yoshitomo Kondo, collaborated with CTI and organized (i) joint special lecture by IMF

Senior Economist Mr.Matsudaira co-hosted by GRIPS and Aoyama Gakuin University and (ii)) WCO online

special lecture by Mr. Hiraki, WCO Secretariat. He also attended Annual WCO PICARD Conference.

(3) Utilization of the Survey

a. Promotion survey: Following the suggestion from the survey, we planned to have short movie clip about
the program so we can post it on the social network platform. However, as all the members (director,
coordinator, and assistant hired) are mobilized for GRIPS Global Connect 2023, the project is canceled
to be conducted in the next academic year.
b. Mid-year survey: Many scholars suggested that non-credit courses should be graded based on Pass/Fail

to reduce their burden in Fall semester. The suggestion is delivered by the program to GRIPS executive

members to be considered.

4. Student Details

Eighteen scholars coming mainly from the Ministry of Finance, Revenue Authority, or Customs,
representing Azerbaijan, Botswana, Brazil, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Pakistan, Paraguay,
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, and Zambia, were enrolled in the 2022 Fall term. This year, we also
received one scholar from Japan's Customs.

Most customs scholars arrived in Japan in mid-September, and most tax scholars arrived in early October,
2022. Two scholars, Ms. Asuncion Euvimil Nina Reyes and Mr. Luis Horacio Schaerer Elizeche, are also
serving as members of the International Student Council, organizing several events in the spring and summer

terms.

5. Announcement of Student Research Results
Students in Tax Course successfully presented their research papers advised by National Tax College and

will complete it soon. Regarding policy paper, we had interim presentation on April 6 and 7%, 2023. The
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final program-wide policy paper presentations will be held in early July. With the scholars' permission, the
papers will be bound and distributed. Each scholar will receive multiple copies, and copies will be distributed
both on and off campus by the scholarship funding agencies (the WB and WCO) and related domestic
organizations (Japan's CTB and Ministry of Finance) and kept in the GRIPS Library holdings. We also
encourage scholars to present their theses at international conferences such as the WCO PICARD

conference.
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Economics, Planning and Public Policy Program (EPP)
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Disaster Management Policy Program (DMP)
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Maritime Safety and Security Policy Program (MSP)
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Policy Analysis Program (PA)

1. Program Outline

Taught in English, this is a three to five-year programme designed for students to become proficient in the
research and analysis of real-world policy issues, utilizing economics methodologies and quantitative data
analysis. By producing highly trained researchers who can occupy leading positions in their home
administrations and universities, the programme also aims to raise the reputation of GRIPS internationally.
Specialisations are offered in Public Economics, Development Economics, and International Economics and
there is a heavy emphasis on the real-world policy faced by countries individually and collectively. In helping
its students to clarify the theoretical, empirical and structural cause of real-world problems and to analyse
possible solutions, the programme seeks to foster the next generation of policy researchers. Emphasis is placed
on economics and data analysis, but the programme encourages cooperation within the policy sciences
(political science, international relations, public administration, social engineering, etc.) and other disciplines.
Because all classes are conducted in English, Japanese students also receive the same training and benefit from
the close interaction with their foreign students peers. While the integrated version of the doctoral programme
has a five year standard term of study that includes both a masters and pure research component, it is also
possible to obtain a doctoral degree in three years for students with a strong prior training in economic analysis.

Currently most students are accepted for the shorter version of the programme.

2. Status of the Educational Activities

< Efforts to date >

The three Basic QE exams are based on six core courses in Advanced Microeconomics, Advanced
Macroeconomics and Advanced Econometrics. Students will also have to take other courses offered in GRIPS
that suit their research needs after consultation and approval from their supervisors and program director. In
addition to the six core Advanced courses that are tested in the basic QE, six additional advanced courses are

available to the students in the subjects of Macroeconomics, Microeconomics and Econometrics.

< New Initiatives in AY2022 >

We have assigned a PhD tutor to new students. The PhD tutor is a faculty member with a similar research
interest to the student, and advises the student about references to read, research topics and courses to take.
With this change we try to help students to write a good research proposal, and to encourage them to direct
their efforts from the beginning towards developing research skills that are likely to be important for their
research goals. After the student passes the basic QE the student will have to find a PhD supervisor, and this

could be the same as the PhD tutor or a different faculty member.

We have started to require students to make presentations about their research more often, as part of the
requirements to obtain credits for the ‘Graduate Seminar’. In addition, we have engaged students at the time
of deciding which speakers to invite to give a seminar, and we have required the students to participate in the

seminars as discussants. These initiatives try to help students raise the quality of their research.
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Although in person seminars have resumed, we have continued to use online technology for some of the
speakers based in other countries. Some professors in GRIPS have continued to offer reading groups, in which

faculty and students discuss together relevant papers in an area of research.

3. Program Operation

In addition to the writing of the thesis, course work consisting of elective and required courses forms an
important part of the programme. Students must demonstrate their mastery of the fundamental concepts of
policy analysis by passing Qualifying Examinations (QE). In the Basic QE, students must take a demanding
set of three exams that covers the core of modern microeconomics, macroeconomics and econometrics.
Subsequently, in the Field QE, students are tested on the content of their initial research and knowledge of
their chosen research field. After a student has passed the Basic QE, he or she must complete further advanced
courses in their chosen specialty and start research activities for the dissertation under the supervision of a
faculty member. Additionally, students must attend and play an active role in the Graduate Seminar — an
interactive class in which cutting-edge research is presented by outside and often international speakers.
Meanwhile, after passing the Field QE, the students are required to make two presentations of their own

research at the Policy Analysis Workshop.

4. Student Details

Currently there are 32 students in the programme, drawn from 16 countries, most of which are in east Asia or
Africa. Seven new students entered in 2022, from Ethiopia, Germany, Ghana, Thailand, Uganda, and
Uzbekistan. Approximately half the students are early and mid-career civil servants on leave from their home
institutions. The second largest group is composed of university professors in training, many of whom return
home after graduation to pass on their learning to new generations of students. In recent years, the programme
has also accepted a small number of younger students who will enter the job market after graduation. Among
the job market destinations for PA graduates in 2022 were the Unity University in Ethiopia and the Asian

Development Bank Institute.

5. Announcement of Student Research Results

< Within GRIPS >

Students must attend the Graduate seminars I-III to observe and interact with outside speakers, serving as
discussants and also presenting their own research as a requirement for earning the credits. In addition, as part
of their training they must present their research results internally at the Policy Analysis Workshop at least

twice before graduating. By default, as from 2014 PhD dissertations are posted on the GRIPS website.

< Outside GRIPS >

The programme strongly supports students who wish to present their work at international conferences, and
encourages them to publish their work within the GRIPS Discussion Paper series and in international, refereed
journals. In 2022, current and recently graduated students presented their work at in-person and online

international conferences such as the Japanese Association for Development Economics (JADE) Conference,



FY2022 (2022.4.1~2023.3.31)

the Western Economic Association International (WEAI) conference, the NBER-NSF Seminar on Bayesian
Inference in Econometrics and Statistics (SBIES) at Washington University, the European Seminar on
Bayesian Econometrics (ESOBE) in Salzburg, the Global Trade Analysis Project (GTAP) Conference, the
Applied Econometrics Conference, the University of Bologna (Italy) Conference on Computational Statistics,
the 16th International Conference on Computational and Financial Econometric (Kings College London),
among others. Current and recently-graduated students published in highly rated, peer-reviewed journals and
websites that include the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) Policy Brief and Sustainability, among
others. One student published a paper as a part of a book published by ADBI.
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#ed [“The Structure and Expansion of East Africa's Trading Network, c¢.1890-1936 (Zanzibar, Kenya
and Uganda, and Tanganyika)*
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