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Guiding into Economics’ Pandora Box

Wahyu Prasetyawan

Syarif Hidayatullah Islamic State University, Jakarta, Indonesia

I met Hara Sensei for the first time when I was a
graduate student at Kyoto University at around 2004.
There was a seminar at the Center for Southeast
Asian Studies where he was one of the presenters. I
attended his presentation, and I was very impressed
with his knowledge which combined both economics
and social science such as sociology and politics. It
was a demonstration of his interest and vast knowl-
edge. The second meeting, if I remember correctly,
was instead in Jakarta in 2007 after I graduated from

Kyoto University. At that time Shiraishi Sensei invit-

litical situation of the countries and their limitations
to achieve economic growth. Therefore, the lessons I
received were not merely knowledge from books,

but also first-hand experiences and perspectives.

The experiences to directly learn economics from
Hara Sensei were memorable and could not be for-
gotten. Those learning helped not only to broaden
my perspective to understand a society, but also to
offer much wider knowledge. Macro and micro eco-
nomics perspectives in fact could be employed to
sharpen political economic analysis. By doing so,
therefore, there have been new perspectives, that
one had never thought, to understand social and po-
litical phenomena. Particularly, Hara Sensei invited
me to discuss the latest Indonesian economic condi-
tions or any topics related to the students under the

EPP program in GRIPS. The topics could be varied

ed me to lunch and he said that he came with a close
friend. It was Hara Sensei who walked along with
Shiraishi Sensei and we ate lunch at a famous

Padang restaurant in Jalan Sabang, Jakarta.

The ensuing meetings with Hara Sensei took place
both in Jakarta and Tokyo when I assisted him at
GRIPS in a program by the name Economic Policy
Planning. Since 2007 I have visited GRIPS, most of
the time in spring, to work under Hara Sensei super-
vision. In fact, those meetings were avenues where I
could learn development economics, especially in the
Southeast Asian countries, directly from him. The
kind of lessons I received from Hara Sensei were
very different from the one I had when I did my
master of development economics at Leeds Universi-
ty, UK. While Hara Sensei informed me about the

book I should read, he also reveals the social and po-

which range from his favorite subject of agricultural
economics to education and human capital. In addi-
tion to that, Hara Sensei suggested me to read deep-
ly in microeconomics, especially the one that discuss
institutions because he known that I am interested in
reading institutional economics. But it seems that he
thought that the books I read on the subject were

mostly at the macro level.

Allow me on this occasion to express my sincere
gratitude to Hara Sensei for his supports to me. I
will never forget to his kindness and open heart. You

are always be remembered.
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