Disaster Management Policy Program (DMP)

Purpose of the Program

The Disaster Management Policy Program is a degree program that aims to
develop highly skilled professionals who are expected to play an active role in
disaster management policy in developing countries. The program is
implemented by the collaboration between the National Graduate Institute for
Policy Studies (GRIPS), the Building Research Institute, the Public Works
Research Institute and the Japan International Cooperation Agency, from the
perspective of contributing to this field in developing countries.

Diploma Policy

This program confers a degree in Disaster Management (Master of Disaster
Management) on students who have enrolled for at least the required number
of years, have acquired the required number of credits based on the
curriculum of the program, have written and given a presentation on a
research paper on specific policy issues, and have obtained an overall pass for
his or her studies.

In this program, students should acquire the following gualities and abilities:

1. Ability to identify problems by analyzing issues from multiple perspectives
with the expertise in disaster management policies

2. Ability to conduct policy analysis for problem solving based on academic
analysis from multiple perspectives with the wide-range of knowledge on
disaster management policies

3. Ability to make policy recommendations for practical solutions based on a
deep understanding of the current state of theory and practice

4. Ability to identify an issue, analyze related data using engineering tools,
compile them into research papers and policy recommendations, and
present them

5. Ability to play an active role as a balanced leader based on a deep
understanding of different values and systems in a global society



Curriculum Policy

[ Basic Policy]

With the cooperation of the Building Research Institute (Seismology,
Earthquake Engineering, Tsunami Disaster Mitigation Course) or the Public
Works Research Institute (Water-Related Disaster Management Course), the
Disaster Management Policy Program aims to develop human resources who
have advanced expertise in both theory and practice and who can analyze
data and translate it into effective policy formulation and implementation by
having them acquire advanced knowledge and skills related to disaster
management, in parallel with practical subjects.

[ Structure of the Curriculum]

This program is a 12 month program with a curriculum designed to enable
students to gradually broaden and deepen their understanding of subjects by
taking them in stages. Students plan their courses for the year through the
program guidance they receive at the time of admission. The curriculum
consists of required subjects, recommended subjects, and elective subjects.
Furthermore, students use the knowledge and skills they have learned so far
on specific policy issues to compile and present papers as a single issue
analysis and policy recommendation.

(Required Courses)

In the required courses, students acquire basic and advanced specialized
knowledge required for the degree of disaster management and write papers.
In the seminar-style courses, which are part of the required courses, students
go to the field and listen to the talk of people who are actually engaged in the
work, and take classes in the form of workshops and discussions to review
issues from different perspectives as practitioners and gain more practical
knowledge through visits to the most advanced fields. By learning both theory
and practice throughout the year, the curriculum is designed to enable
students to acquire a high level of expertise and practical skills in disaster
management.



(Elective Courses)

Elective courses focus on technical and practical subjects related to disaster
management so that students can learn subjects related to their areas of
interest. In consultation with their mentor, faculty members, students will
select courses from these courses that match their research themes and
deepen their knowledge of the writing of their policy papers.

[ Policies on Education and Study Methods]

Of the 30 credits required to complete this program, 10 credits are in
seminar-style. The recommended courses for the Seismology, Seismic
Engineering and Tsunami Disaster Prevention Course are 6 credits, and for the
Water Disaster Risk Management Course are 16 credits. Most of the lectures
are conducted in small groups, and "active participation in classes" is
considered in the evaluation of grades. Therefore, students are required not
only to gain knowledge through passive learning, but also to actively
participate in discussions in lectures and to theoretically integrate their
practical experience and knowledge with new knowledge, thereby deepening
their understanding and enhancing the quality of learning.

[Assessment Policy]

In the assessment of academic achievement in each course, students are
relatively evaluated for their knowledge acquisition and understanding and
practical skills in principle, taking into consideration their attendance,
contribution to the class, examination, report submission, etc., and their
overall ability is evaluated through the writing of papers for specific research
subjects.

Admissions Policy

Target Students

This program accepts government officials, engineers, researchers, etc. who
are willing to learn advanced knowledge as experts in the fields of
earthquakes, tsunamis, water disasters, and disaster management in
developing countries, and to actively make policy and recommendations, and
to contribute to national and regional development.




Prior to admission, students are required to have knowledge of relevant fields
at a university undergraduate level and to have academic English proficiency.
It is also desirable to have at least three years of practical experience in
related fields.

Evaluation methods and Standards

[Screening by documents]

Screening will be done based on the application documents.

The selection process is based on a comprehensive evaluation of past work
experience, the content of evaluations by the 2 nominees, university
(bachelor's) degrees, study content and grades, originality of research plans
and relevance to realistic policy issues, concreteness of questions, content of
master's theses, etc., and English proficiency sufficient to write theses.

[Interview]

We will have a video interview. At the interview, applicants will be asked to
answer the questions and the criteria for screening will include the applicant's
logic, accuracy, sense of purpose for policy issues, willingness to study, clarity
of their career plans after graduation, and English communication abilities.



Curriculum Map: Disaster Management Policy Program (DMP)

Seismology, Earthquake Engineering and Tsunami Disaster Mitigation Course

Diploma Policy 1

Diploma Policy 2

Diploma Policy 3

Diploma Policy 4

Diploma Policy 5
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2. Ability to conduct policy
analysis for problem solving
based on academic analysis

3. Ability to make policy
recommendations for practical

4. Ability to analyze related
data using engineering tools,
compile them into research

5. Ability to play an active
role as a balanced leader
based on a deep
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