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Royalist Guided Democracy

From love to fear:Therise of King
Vajiralongkorn
By Claudio Sopranzetti

Aljazeera, 11April 2017

»* Thailand's new king'started his reign
wresting mare pawer.from the junta

* The [amended constitution] pravides the
King with-.complete control over the
appointment of'a regent in his absence,
cancel the need fora parliamentary counter-
signature, to nayal orders, and re-establish
rayal crisis powers...including the ability to
impose eer‘uti:E_re-_arlidJegislative vetoes and
the right to disstlwé the legislative assembly.

With the new constitutidn

Vajiralongkorn will wield more power
over the parliament than his father ever

did.

in Thailand
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In Thailand: AKing's Coup

| .

Vajiralongkom...may belrying lo wrest shwg fromihejuma...
Sois fheltyingio redefine the monarchy s relationship with the

mifitary... oris re simpiy reasseriting a few royal prerogatives so e

can keeponliving as heploases? Either way, whal arethe
impiications foritheprospects of democracy in Fhaiiand?
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The monarchy and politics

* The "monarchy” -- not as an individual king, but a political force of
royals and non-royals whose interests are tied to the strong royal
institution and whose legitimacy derives from the association with the
reigning monarch.

* The conventional view of democratization in Thailand overlooks the
monarchy because the common misunderstandingthat the monarchy
is “above” politics.

* The truth is the contrary. The monarchy has been one of the most
significant political factors in Thailand’s history of democratization

The 2006 & 2014
coups took place at
the critical moment
due to the looming

succession, given

King Bhumibol’s

deteriorating
health.
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» The succession would not matter
much in a country where the
monarchy is truly above politics.

e The succession in Thailand is an
explosive matter because it
tremendously affects the "Royalist
Guided Democracy” —the current
political system in Thailand

Guided Democracy

An ostensibly democratic polity
but one in which the electorate
and elected authority do not
have substantive power because
true power remains in the hands
of the dominating oligarchy/
autocrat/ group which is not
alected.
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Royalist gquided democracy

(*Royal demacracy” far short)

* Formally called, "The Demaocratic
Regime with the Monarchy as the
Head of the State”, a euphemism for
a political system that is ostensibly
democratic but in fact the formal
parliamentary system is under the
domination of the "monarchy” (as a
collective term), or the “palace”.

* Also called "Thai-style democracy”

History of royal democracy

Its history has intertwined with democratization inThailand.

* Since the end of the absolute monarchy in 1932,
the monarchists remained a political force.
* In1947-1951, the monarchists laid down the foundations
for their political ascendency in the longer term: ideas of the new monarchy,
royalist constitution, the crown property bureau, and so on.

The monarchy rose under the palace-backed military regimesinthe 1960s.
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History of royal democracy

* Since the 1973 popularuprising against military rule, the monarchy has
become the sole source of political legitimacy.
* Hyper-royalism since the mid-1970s to the present
* Since 1992, the military retreated = the domination of the monarchy
over the parliamentary democracy
* Conflict with the elected authority in the 20005 = two royalist coups in
2006 & 2014 to sustain royal democracy beyond Bhumibol.
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* Royalhegemony under g charismatic ..o
king for the democraitic period
* Hyper-royalism
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Royal hegemony under
King Bhumibol (r.1946-2016)

« The ldeal Monarch for the democratic
polity: sacred, righteous, and caring for
people

« "Barami” —charisma/ maral authority
thanks to high accumulative merits

+ The making of the cult of King Bhumibol
started in1g60.

Hyper_royallsm - Began 19_7osforanti-

communism.
" . Since mid-1980s, for political
' l <78 ‘11 ascendency of the monarchy
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Hyper-royalism

the emperor’s
magical clothes

Establish the legal framework
(constitution + other laws) that limits
the elected authority but allowsthe
exercise of power from “above”
through the normal political &
administrative system.

% The privy council

% The military, esp. the army

% The government administration

% The judiciary

* Other mechanismsto keep the
government in check

# Direct interventions occasionally as
needed.
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How does royal demaocracy operate?

Post-_:l.ggz, the military has vowed to bethe guardian‘of the
monarchy - in their own words, the “soldiers of the king”.

How does royal democracy operate?

!
>

GOVERNMENT

% The elected authority must be limf§ited

and keptin check. Afragmented an

unpopulargovernmentis preferred, ' _

* Key positions in governmentagenfies ! . oﬁfic.grs, as well
must be approved by the palace. . cor;latfﬁs" '.
#Limited room for new policies by ajg h >
elected government while regular

programs/projectsin ministries incl
thousands of the royal projects
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How does royal democracy operate?
THE JUDICIARY e
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*Usually obedient and serve the
supreme power of the time
(military or else).

*Under the royal hegemony,
judges believe that they are
superiorto the elected authority
and ordinary people — hence,
complete independencefrom the
government. Instead, “the
judiciary acts in the name of the
monarch” (Sanya Thammasak)

How does royal democracy operate?

The Pr_ivy Council
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Adverse effects

accumulative over time but become apparent at the time of crisis

- 1'."1
To prevent con'upt’ people firo: i
- Impunity an ileged for some

- Y (douhle Standatd)—"
- From selective cases
- From selective momw
- From them’n_sﬁm

1. Undermine the
development of popular
sovereignty and democratic
institutions.
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Prospects of Royal Democracy 1

The new constitution perpetuates
theroyalist-guided democracy.

* Fractured/ weak government with unstable parliament
o Control by military

* Increase power of the king and allow his political intérventions.

Prospects of Royal Democracy 2

Can royal democracy last long after K Bhumibol?

- Can the new king'be the sofe source of political legitimacy?
(Barami is not transferable from father to son)

- How long will the military remain “soldiers of therking”?
Or how long could the new king continue to rely on the military2
(Was the conditional approval of the new constitution

a sign of the palace-junta relations in the future®)
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Prospects of Royal Democracy 3

In the long term....

- -

The weak rule of law continues.
The damaged justice system is the hardest to rebuild.

No stable demacracy without the strong rule of law, and vice versa:

No democracy without the trustworthy justice system, and vice versa.
v
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