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Young Leaders Program (school of Government, School of Local Governance)
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One-year Master’s Program of Public Policy (MP1)
Two-year Master’s Program of Public Policy (MP2)

1. Program outline
The international Program of Public Policy (PPP) has both one year (MP1) and two year (MP2) components.

Like other international programs at GRIPS, the PPP academic year begins in October and ends in
September. MP1 provides managers and leaders with the fundamental skills needed for policy analysis and
policy management. MP2, which has a similar structure in the first year, provides the additional technical
skills needed to be professional policy analysts. Students in both MP1 and MP2 receive a common
interdisciplinary and analytical foundation through core courses and a specialized education through courses
in one of four concentration areas: economic policy (EP), international development studies (IDS),
international relations (IR), and public policy (PP). Students round out their studies by choosing from a
wide variety of specialty courses which provide either analytical depth or practical knowledge. Practical
courses are offered by government officials with extensive experience in actual policy formulation and
implementation. In addition to the study of conventional Western-based paradigms, PPP students benefit
from the policy-making experience of Japan and other Asian countries. A series of mandatory policy
workshops offers training in policy-making skills and guidance on policy research. MP1 students are
required to produce a policy report and may qualify for either a Master of Public Policy or a Master of Public
Administration. MP2 students produce a master’s thesis and earn a Master of Arts in Public Policy. In the
GRIPS Summer Program, students organize and work in interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary groups on
important real-world policy issues; in addition, MP2 students are given guidance on thesis preparation.

2. Program operation
The current structure of the PPP was adopted in 2011 following extensive deliberations by a GRIPS

committee consisting of 8 professors. As currently constituted, the PPP is an umbrella organization
consisting of four concentration areas. The program director is assisted by two deputy directors, four
concentration leaders, a program committee, and two staff coordinators. The director provides guidance on
program operation and works closely with the staff coordinators on day-to-day management including
coordination with major stakeholders. In the decentralized system created by the 2011 reforms, the four
concentration leaders are responsible for providing overall supervision of the policy workshops and
independent study (MP2) in their specialty areas. The primary role of the two deputy directors is to
coordinate with concentration leaders to guide student research and writing. In October, the 23 current
members of the PPP Program Committee were assigned to one of three sub-committees to provide the
director with improved advice and support. The three subcommittees are: Supervisory Committee
(Administration), Academic Committee (Curriculum and Student Affairs), and General Affairs Committee
(Planning, Promotion, and Budget). The Supervisory Committee consists of the director, two deputy
directors, and four concentration leaders.

At the end of FY2013, 93 percent of the 59 active students had full scholarships (4 students were self-
financed). Total scholarships (MP1 and MP2) by source were: MEXT (20), ADB (18), CAMPUS Asia (4),
JDS-China (2), JICA-Afghanistan PEACE (3), Asia SEED (4), and Foreign Governments (4). Of the
scholarship students, 31 were MP1 and 24 were MP2.

3. Changes in curriculum and lecture content
Several important changes were made in the structure of the PPP in FY2013. A new core course,

Introduction to Public Policy Studies, was introduced into the curriculum as a replacement for one of the
public policy workshops. PPP became the first GRIPS program to adopt this conventional policy course.
The remaining two policy workshops continue to be supervised separately by each of the four concentrations.
At the end of the fiscal year, a major change in the PPP curriculum was approved by the GRIPS faculty. The
new changes, designed by the incoming PPP administration, will be implemented starting in October 2014.
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4. Student matters
At spring graduation in March, there were a total of 59 students enrolled in the PPP (excluding two students

on leave). This number includes 42 new international students admitted in October 2013 (31 students in
MP1 and 11 students in MP2). The new students joined a group of 13 international MP2 students (12
admitted in October 2012 and one admitted in April 2013). The total also includes three Japanese students
(one MP2 student admitted in April 2012, one MP2 student admitted in April 2013, and one MP1 student
admitted in April 2013) and one MP1 student completing studies begun in October 2012. Current PPP
students come from 24 countries including three from Japan. Female students made up 45 percent of the
total student population (compared to 33 percent in FY2012). Increasing the proportion of Japanese and
female students has been a goal of the PPP under the current administration. Ms. Ryoko lizuka became the
first Japanese student to be admitted into the MP1 program in April (rather than normal October entry). She
graduated in March 2014 on schedule.

Applications for admission to the PPP in October 2014 are up dramatically for the third year in a row. As of
the end of FY2013, total GRIPS scholarship applications were up 53 percent from the previous year. MP1
applications were up 15 percent and MP2 applications were up 114 percent. (Incomplete and late
applications were 3 times completed applications). As in previous years, Skype interviews were conducted
selectively. In addition, several interview trips were made. Over February 2-6 Prof. Hosoe interviewed 6
candidates in Sri Lanka for JICA/JDS scholarships for the MP2 program. For the first time, the PPP
dispatched professors and staff on two interview trips using a special PPP budget. Professor Chey and Mr.
Kanazawa carried out interviews over the period January 24-30 in Jakarta, Indonesia and Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. Professor Rhodes and Mr. Kanazawa conducted interviews in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; Kampala,
Uganda; and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania over the period February 21 through March 3. A total of 18
candidates for MP1 and 7 candidates for MP2 were interviewed. Promotion and alumni activities were also
conducted on the trips.

Several PPP students, who graduated in September 2013, merit special recognition. Mr. Marcelo Echague
Pastore (Paraguay, MP2) won the Dean’s Award for best student based on his near perfect GPA (3.92), his
difficult and heavy course load (69 credits), and his excellent policy paper (“Bilateral Investment Treaties
and Their Impact on Foreign Capitals’ Attraction: Evidence from Paraguay and Mexico™). While at GRIPS,
Marcelo also worked as an intern for Minato City Hall. Marcelo is now employed by the World Bank as a
Junior Professional Associate. Mr. Daniel San Jose Jr. (Philippines, MP1) was recognized for his
outstanding presentation (“Understanding Aid Levels and Development Culture in Conflict-Affected Areas
in Mindanao™) at the Asian Development Bank Institute Annual Research Forum on June 21, 2013. Daniel
works for the Office of the President of the Philippines.

In addition to the student field trip to Nagoya in January 2014, four JICE scholarship students from China
went on a field trip to Hiroshima over the period August 26-27, 2013. They were accompanied by the
program director, Professor Rhodes, and program coordinator, Ms. Mori.

5. Student research
PPP takes student research and writing very seriously. Students are assigned to one of the four

concentrations based on their preferences. At the end of FY2013, the distribution of active students by
concentration (number of MP1, MP2 in parentheses) is: EP (11, 12), IDS (3, 2), IR (5, 4), and PP (12, 8). In
FY2013, the PPP Program Committee approved an important change in the grading policy for workshops
and independent study. Student performance in PP Workshop II and Independent Study will be evaluated
using the full GRIPS grading scale (rather than the current pass-fail policy). The goal is to improve the
quality of student research. Copies of all MA policy reports and theses are maintained in the GRIPS library.
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Macroeconomic Policy Program

1. TRJSLOBE

T YT REEMIR O RE FE - FTEEOR FEREBRE RIFBCREME A BN T HZ &
HET 5, BARBIEAILE T 2IMF (ERREEEE) BPeoXWE2Z T TWD, iz, FER3F
FE X0 IERO VERNIIN A 26 7'e 77 A& L, BB K OREFAEDOZIT AN S BIE LT,
itﬁ%&@ﬂ%%i_owfiﬂ%l®%@% FTWZRN,

7'a 77 METHEIZIEL, 14X Master of Public Policy, 24l iXMaster of Arts in Public Economics
DN TREEND,

2. 7ATSLOEEIZDONT

TR T L FA VLT E—E, FNT T T AFEEEORREZEERIRL SO, £XLIMFOT ¥
TR ST (B &7 a T ATR, FERE R EORAFEH IO BREICHEELT
W, BT e 7T AEEE Lz, 72, IMFIXEE24 7 1 77 A (GRIPS % & H4ARFExER) O
SMNEREEFAZIC X DRl &2 P2 14E1H K0 £, £o—BE LT, ARICEMFEI v a v 2IE
LFAEBIOT 7 INVT 4 B R EIT o T2, FRHMIIERFE6AITHK T Lz,

KT 7T DOFFID22FEE T T L2, IMF XL VU SERR3FEEBIMEDIME 7 10 7' W D4
AL T, K & BT ICTEM DRI N2 ST,

3. HBEARBFOHEICOT

KTwa 77 MITGREEX—A e Licvrn, I70@RFESL2, Hig BRI CTFES LD
T ENTND, FE CERSFIAETE) 12X 270l T LFHliaRA > NIy < |
BRI O D=—XZBB LT v ST L EEZZ TN D,

WERE LCOERITHEE LD | RPHBRMIZEL>T LT r 7T HE LT, #20 HH0OSkill
Refreshing Course (R34 7 1 77 A4, % IMF Orientation Program(ZZE 5) & L CAcademic
English & #7352 OB MR Z S THERMIND L DI o7-, F 72 FEK24FITIXIT & IMF
Orientation Program(ZiBME N7z, ZOF L7 a7 AEMEIZELY, FAITE Y A L—X|TEY
Eh (1FEM) ORT 07T JMIHIRTE D & 9127 o 7, £ FKI9FEICGRIPSICE 2 A7 1
77 LOIEAN AN TG S V7208, BURTZECGRE ) DB R, B AR THSM B O Il e 7 & o
BRI OWTIE, FIBEZR P T, B 2 R ME 2 7R B I A T e EOxf IR A LTz, 72
B, IMFOERFICL Y, 7ul T MAGEOFMHBUEROTGREFBATEF LT VT 2O
EREEICIER SN, 707 7 A0 BT~ 7 e RFBOR 2 Hl &5 2 TR e m O BUK
HHFEBERTHI LD, HEkERERON, FMREPERITIE CEKR2FEICT 1 7T A4
% Asian Economic Policy Program(ZZE % U7z, &7 k23427 1 7T A4, % Macroeconomic
Policy Program|(Z & % L 7=,

FHENDT U= A UV H Ea—OfRBIO, IMF2 D OB LT PN ETT 5
VER B MALRG OB Z BT 5720, FRk22/F10H L0 MERE 225 1R H 2% IREHE ~B
B L 7=, k234 D Macroeconomic Policy Program?» & (32O a—AD 7 3V — DB E) %
T 27 AOFEEIT-T-,

4. 2EDOKRRIZONT

W25 AE T OFAERIT24% (WIAIZBEETFAE, 60ITN\ 7T 72 a2 BfSERE) Tho
7o [RHEEI0H ANFDFAERIT254 (64 1IN 7T F v 2 BUFIR A 24 X EE R4 (ORfERE

- 64 -



HEES) | 1A~ VU T BUFEEAE) Th o Te, AFEOHEEIL, EAT 4T AR AU T
VH. Ixrw—. HE. RNFA AL Ar RRVT (HBESEE) N T5F 02 (N6
BNV TGV A BRERE) | anr ey (EREEE) | YXRFRS Y, TEA, vy
7 (R LU TBEREE) Thb, RECHBIIAEOMEE, HEE. PRgdT. B
R, HEtRR EORRETT - BB TH 5,

FEOGE @FIL IMFORURFEITE L ORI REOIMFBM B IO W) & 57258 61T 2 72,
BEREOBA ST, BHTOA L ¥ U a—i L O - SFERROM R £ 2R HIE LT,
PRSEEOEEHIITIA~3H Th o7z,

5. ZHEOHAERRDARIZONT
FATHEORFERIEEIC &, R v— - TafR—PL « A= —%F L/, [[L—r—
IZCDIZE D ONTEY , AEHEMHICTHERRETH D,

6. ZDith

LB E T AEOIEANRIC S D TV B, BEOE TAICHE, PRI ORARH AT
WIBIRE E LCIRIL TV A HbI50, A7 8T AT EOREERE LTS L 52 5,

-65 -



Public Finance Program
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Economics, Planning and Public Policy Program
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Disaster Management Policy Program
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GRIPS Global Governance Program (G-cube)
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Policy Analysis Program

1. Program outline

Taught in English, this is a three to five-year programme designed for students to become proficient in the
research and analysis of real-world policy issues, utilizing economics methodologies. The programme offers
specialization in Public Economics, Development Economics, and International Economics and has a
heavy emphasis on the real-world policy faced by countries individually and collectively. In helping its
students to clarify the theoretical, empirical and structural cause of real-world problems and to analyse
possible solutions, it seeks to foster the next generation of policy researchers. While the integrated version of
the doctoral programme has a 5 years standard term of study that includes both a masters and pure research
component, it is also possible to obtain doctoral degree in three years minimum for students which a strong
prior training in economic analysis. Emphasis is placed on economics and is a dominant tool in policy
analysis, but the programme encourages cooperation within the policy sciences (political science,
international relations, public administration, social engineering, etc.) and other disciplines and to that end
requires students to take courses from across GRIPS. Because all classes are conducted in English, Japanese
students — there are currently seven on the programme - also receive the same training and benefit from the
close interaction with their foreign students peers. By seeking to produce highly trained researchers who can
occupy leading positions in their home administrations and universities the programme also aims to raise the

reputation of GRIPS internationally.

2. Program operation

In addition to the writing of the thesis, course work consisting of elective and required courses, forms an
important part of the programme. Students must demonstrate their mastery of the core concepts of policy
analysis by passing two Qualifying Examinations (QE). In the basic QE, students must take a demanding set
of exams that covers the core of modern microeconomics, macroeconomics and econometrics. Subsequently,
in the Field QE, students are tested in their knowledge of their chosen research field. After a student has
passed the Basic QE he or she must write a research proposal, select a supervisor, and start research
activities for the dissertation. Once the field QE has been passed, the student engages fully in research. As
one of the required courses in the master's programme, students must attend and play an active role in the
Graduate Seminar I — an interactive class in which cutting-edge research is presented by outside and often

international speakers.

3. Improvements in issues including content of education

In order to bring the curriculum into line with the requirements of the GRIPS scholarship system, the timing
of the qualifying exams was changed in 2013. At the same time in order to strengthen the macroeconomic
aspects of the Policy Analysis degree the programme committee agreed to include material from Advanced

Macroeconomics III and IV in the Basic QE.
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4. Student details

Currently there are 49 students in the programme, drawn from 18 countries most of which are in east Asia or
Africa. Nine new students entered in 2013, which reflects a reduction in the availability of GRIPS
scholarships. Approximately half the students are early career civil servants on leave from their home
institutions. The second largest group are university professors in training. In recent years, the programme

has accepted a number of younger students who will enter the job market in the future.

5. Announcement of student research results

Students must attend the Graduate seminars I-III to observe and interact with outside speakers, but also as
part of their training they must present their research results internally at least twice before graduating. In
addition the programme supports students who wish to present their work at international conferences, and
encourages them to publish their work within the GRIPS Discussion Paper series and in international,
refereed journals. In 2013 current and ex-students published in respected journals that included the Journal
of African Economies, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics and Resource and Environmental

Economics.
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