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Young Leaders Program (School of Government, School of Local Governance)
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One-year Master’s Program of Public Policy (MP1)
Two-year Master’s Program of Public Policy (MP2)

1. Program outline

The international Program of Public Policy (PPP) has both one-year (MP1) and two-year (MP2)
components. Like other international programs at GRIPS, the PPP academic year begins in
October and ends in September. MP1 provides managers and leaders with the fundamental
skills needed for policy analysis and policy management. MP2, which has a similar structure
in the first year, provides the additional technical skills needed to be professional policy analysts.
Students in both MP1 and MP2 receive a common interdisciplinary and analytical foundation
through various courses and a specialized education through courses in one of four
concentration areas: economic policy (EP), international development studies (IDS),
international relations (IR), and public policy (PP). Students round out their studies by
choosing from a wide variety of specialty courses which provide either analytical depth or
practical knowledge. Practical courses are offered by government officials with extensive
experience in actual policy formulation and implementation. In addition to the study of
conventional Western-based paradigms, PPP students benefit from the policy-making
experience of Japan and other Asian countries. A series of mandatory policy workshops offers
training in policy-making skills and guidance on policy research. MP1 students are required
to produce a policy report and may qualify for either a Master of Public Policy or a Master of
Public Administration. MP2 students produce a master’s thesis and earn a Master of Arts in
Public Policy. In the GRIPS Summer Program, students organize and work in
interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary groups on important real-world policy issues; in

addition, MP2 students are given guidance on thesis preparation.

2. Program operation

The current structure of the PPP was adopted in 2011 following extensive deliberations by a
GRIPS committee consisting of 8 professors. As currently constituted, the PPP is an umbrella
organization consisting of four concentration areas. The program director is assisted by a deputy
director, four concentration leaders, a program committee, and a staff coordinator. The
director provides guidance on program operation and works closely with the staff coordinator
on day-to-day management including coordination with major stakeholders. In the
decentralized system created by the 2011 reforms, the four concentration leaders are
responsible for providing overall supervision of the policy workshops and independent study
(MP2) in their specialty areas. The primary role of the deputy director is to coordinate with
concentration leaders to guide student research and writing. In October, the 28 current
members of the PPP Program Committee were assigned to one of the sub-committees to provide
the director with improved advice and support. Academic Committee covers curriculum and
student affairs, and General Affairs Committee covers issues of planning, promotion, and
budget.

At the end of FY2017, all of the 35 active students had full scholarships. Total scholarships
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(MP1 and MP2) by source were: MEXT (15), ADB (11), JICA/JDS program (6), foreign
governments (1) and Japanese government (2). Of the 35 active students, 20 were MP1 and
15 were MP2.

3. Changes in curriculum and lecture content

New PPP curriculum designed by the incoming PPP administration was implemented in
October 2014, and presentation seminar was conducted by our Center for Professional
Communication (CPC) as a part of Policy Debate Seminar. The requirement of each

concentration is revised every year by the concentration leaders as well as the curriculum.

4. Student matters

In March 2018, there were a total of 35 students enrolled in the PPP. This number includes
28 new international students admitted in October 2017 (20 students in MP1 and 8 students in
MP2). The new students joined a group of 7 international MP2 students. Current PPP
students come from 17 countries including Japan. Female students made up 46 percent of the

total student population.

In the admission process, Video interviews were conducted selectively. In addition, interview
trips were made to the Philippines for JICA/JDS scholarships for MP1 program.

5. Student research

PPP takes student research and writing very seriously. Students are assigned to one of the four
concentrations based on their preferences. At the end of FY2017, the distribution of active
students by concentration (number of MP1 and MP2 1st year in parentheses) is: EP (7, 0), IDS
(5,2), IR (4, 1), and PP (4, 5). Policy Debate Seminar II and Independent Study are evaluated
using the full GRIPS grading scale. Outstanding students are nominated for presentations at
ADB-JSP Research Forum and GRIPS Student Conference every year. Copies of all MA policy

reports and theses are maintained in the GRIPS library.
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Macroeconomic Policy Program
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Public Finance Program
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Maritime Safety and Security Policy Program
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Policy Analysis Program

1. Program outline

Taught in English, this is a three to five-year programme designed for students to become
proficient in the research and analysis of real-world policy issues, utilizing economics
methodologies. By seeking to produce highly trained researchers who can occupy leading
positions in their home administrations and universities the programme also aims to raise the
reputation of GRIPS internationally. The policy analysis (PA) programme offers specialization
in Public Economics, Development Economics, and International Economics and has a heavy
emphasis on the real-world policy faced by countries individually and collectively. In helping
its students to clarify the theoretical, empirical and structural cause of real-world problems and
to analyse possible solutions, it seeks to foster the next generation of policy researchers. While
the integrated version of the doctoral programme has a 5 years standard term of study that
includes both a masters and pure research component, it is also possible to obtain doctoral
degree in three years minimum for students which a strong prior training in economic analysis.
Emphasis is placed on economics, but the programme encourages cooperation within the policy
sciences (political science, international relations, public administration, social engineering,
etc.) and other disciplines. Because all classes are conducted in English, Japanese students also
receive the same training and benefit from the close interaction with their foreign students

peers.

2. Program operation

In addition to the writing of the thesis, course work consisting of elective and required courses,
forms an important part of the programme. Students must demonstrate their mastery of the
core concepts of policy analysis by passing two Qualifying Examinations (QE). In the basic QE,
students must take a demanding set of exams that covers the core of modern microeconomics,
macroeconomics and econometrics. Subsequently, in the Field QE, students are tested in their
knowledge of their chosen research field. After a student has passed the Basic QE, he or she
must complete further advanced courses in their chosen specialty, write a research proposal,
select a supervisor, and start research activities for the dissertation. Once the field QE has been
passed, the student engages fully in research. As one of the required courses in the master's
programme, students must attend and play an active role in the Graduate Seminar I — an
Interactive class in which cutting-edge research is presented by outside and often international
speakers. In addition, after passing the Field QE, the students are required to make regular

presentations of their work at the Policy Analysis Workshop.

3. Improvements in issues including content of education

Beginning in 2017 a Policy Analysis Workshop was introduced, giving the students an
opportunity to regularly present their work in progress and to obtain feedback from other
students and faculty. The Policy Analysis programme committee met to review the curriculum
and established a small working group to reorganize the Advanced Econometrics sequence.
Following the guidance of the Dean, from October 2018, the amount of compulsory coursework

for the degree will be reduced.
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4. Student details

Currently there are 32 students in the programme, drawn from 16 countries, most of which are
in east Asia or Africa. Five new students entered in 2017, from Ethiopia, Philippines, Thailand
and Vietnam. Approximately half the PA students are early and mid-career civil servants on
leave from their home institutions. The second largest group is composed of university
professors in training, many of whom have returned home to pass on their learning to new
generations of students. In recent years, the programme has also accepted a small number of
younger students who will enter the job market after graduation. Among the job market
destinations for PA graduates in 2017 were a think-tank in South Africa, and the National
Statistics Office of Indonesia.

5. Announcement of student research results

Students must attend the Graduate seminars I-1II to observe and interact with outside speakers,
but also as part of their training they must present their research results internally at least
twice before graduating. By default, as from 2014 PhD dissertations are posted on the GRIPS
website. The programme strongly supports students who wish to present their work at
international conferences, and encourages them to publish their work within the GRIPS
Discussion Paper series and in international, refereed journals. In 2017 students presented
their work at international conferences in Australia, UK, and USA, amongst other countries. In
2017, current and recently-graduated students published in internationally-respected, peer-
reviewed journals that included Resource and Energy Economics, the South African Journal of

Economics, Land Use Policy and World Development.
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» Advanced Econometrics III-IV (2017 Spring)

» Operations Research (2017 Spring)

» Qutline of Energy Policy (2017 Spring)

» Theoretical Foundation of Economic Policy (2017 Spring)

» Advanced Macroeconomics I-1I (2017 Fall)

» Computer Programming for Economics (2017 Fall)

» Mathematics for Economic Analysis (2017 Fall)

* Public Sector in Japan (2017 Fall)
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KREEEIL, LUF O DE O 2 S Lz,
» Shamsuzzoha {8+ (AILEIKIHT)
Essays on the Status and Determinants of Efficiency and Informality in Manufacturing
Firms of Bangladesh
* Djumabaev Olimjon f#t: (ALBEIER5HT)
Investigating Economic Growth, Trade Issues and Energy Strategies for Central Asian

Countries
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@ Pascal Lottaz (DOC14111)

—“Neutral Diplomacy in Wartime Japan: Diplomacy & Foreign Policy of Spain, Sweden and
Switzerland,” conference entitled, “Neutrality Conference Madrid: Lessons from the Past and
Visions for the 21st Century,” October 2017

—“Private Neutrality in WWII,” International Studies Association, April 2018

—“Neutral Diplomacy in WWII Japan,” International Studies Association, February 2017
—“Neutral Diplomacy in Wartime Japan,” Japan Association of International Relations (JAIR),

December 2017
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—“The Neutrals in Japan: Spain and Switzerland,” King’s College, University of London, June
2017

—“Violent Conflicts and Neutral Legations: A Case Study of the Spanish and Swiss Legations
in Wartime Japan.” New Global Studies 11, no. 2 (2017): 85-100.

@ Loftur Thorarinsson (DOC14112)
—“A Review of the Evolution of the Japanese Oil Industry, Oil Policy and its Relationship with
the Middle East,” Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, February 2018

@ Juan David Rodriguez Rios (DOC15111)

—“The political economy of MNC-led development: the automobile industry in Brazil, Mexico,
Thailand, and Malaysia,” Paper presentation at the International Studies Association (ISA)
2018 annual convention. San Francisco — USA
http://web.isanet.org/Web/Conferences/San%20Francisco%202018-
s/San%20Francisco%202018%20-%20Full%20Program.pdf

—“Industrial and Trade Policies in Latin America: A Tale of Three Paths”, Paper presentation
at the Academy of International Business (AIB) 2017. Presented on July 3, 2017. Dubai —
United Arab Emirates https://documents.aib.msu.edu/events/2017/AIB2017 Program.pdf

&®Pandu Utama Manggala (DOC15112)

—“The Battle of Ideas in Fighting Against Terrorism” Essay winner for the St. Gallen Wings
of Excellence Award, held in Switzerland, May 2017

—“The Strategic Importance of the Natuna Islands: Analysis on Indonesia’s Maritime Domain
Awareness”. Paper presented at the Indonesian Scholars International Convention, held in
University of Warwick, July 2017

—“Assessing Indonesia’s Maritime Capabilities and Future Projection” Paper presented at the
GRIPS Conference, September 2017

—“Sumpah Pemuda, Menjunjung Dharma dalam Kebinekaan Indonesia”, published at

Kompas.com, 28 October 2017 (https://sains.kompas.com/read/2017/10/28/08430181/sumpah-

pemuda-menjunjung-dharma-dalam-kebinekaan-indonesia?page=all).

@ Oktay Kurtulus (DOC17011)
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—“Which Factors Created the Impetus for Economic Recovery in Occupied Japan? Focusing on

the Effects of Economic Distress and American Pressure Groups,” Chuo University Graduate
School of Law, Bulletin of Graduate Studies, No.46 (Feb. 2017): 491-5217.
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Rayner Tabetando (f5 828 : #A4 AHik) : Essays on the Impact of Mobile Money on Human Capital and
Agricultural Investment: Evidence from Rural Uganda
Namutebi Edith Nsubuga (fii&#E: H5F 3 50) : Coordination Failure in Government Offices:
A Case of Uganda
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